
National Dementia Strategy 



The road to a national dementia strategy

Sept. 14, 2015: 
Alzheimer 

Society releases 
its proposal for 

a national 
dementia 
strategy.

Feb. 25, 2016: 
Bill C-233 

introduced in 
the House.

Nov. 2016: 
Standing Senate 
Committee on 
Social Affairs, 
Science, and 
Technology 
releases a 

report calling 
for an NDS.

Feb. 3, 2017: 
Bill C-233 
passes the 

House.

Feb. 7, 2017:  
Bill introduced 
for first reading 
in the Senate. 

June  22. 2017: 
Bill  C-233 

receives Royal 
Assent, and 

becomes law.

May 8, 2017: 
Division of Aging, 

Seniors and 
Dementia created.

May 14, 2018:
Ministerial 

Advisory Board 
members 

appointed.

Dec. 18, 2017:
First meeting of 

conference 
planning 

committee.

May 14-15, 2018:
National 

Dementia 
Conference held 

in Ottawa.

Nov. 28-29, 2018 
Ministerial 
Advisory
Board meeting

March 27th 2019:
Budget 2019 

announces an 
investment of $50 

Million into the 
National 

Dementia 
Strategy 

June 17th 2019:
Minister of Health 

Petitpas Taylor 
officially launches 

the Strategy at 
Villa Colombo in 

Toronto.



The Launch ⎼ June 17, 2017
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It’s here! Announcing Canada’s First 
National Dementia Strategy

The strategy sets out:
• A Vision
• 5 Principles
• 3 National Objectives (with areas of focus)
• 5 Pillars





The strategy at a glance 
• Has policy elements common to other plans
• Integrates a sex and gender lens
• Takes a human rights approach 
• National objectives broad in scope so priorities 

and areas of focus can evolve



Benefits of an NDS   
For Canada
• Building capacity, e.g. surveillance, research
• National profile for dementia
• Responds to the WHO Global Action Plan on Dementia
For the Provinces
• Informs provincial dementia plans and policies
• Scales up successes and spreads existing best practices
• Creates better opportunities to coordinate and collaborate
For PLWD
• Canadians are supported by high-quality dementia care
• A focus and rallying point for the dementia community 



Map of global strategies



Introducing a National Dementia Strategy
“Mr. Speaker another illness that touches the lives of millions of Canadians is 
dementia. With this budget, we are investing $50 million to support Canada’s 
first National Dementia Strategy, to help give people living with dementia a 
better quality of life, and to ensure that their caregivers, who are 
predominantly women, get the help and support they need.”

Minister of Finance
Hon. Bill Morneau 
March 19, 2019

Bill Morneau Budget Speech 2019



After the release of the strategy
• Report to Parliament ⎼ tabled June 17, 2019
• Development of the implementation plan
• Federal election October 21, 2019
• Budget 2020 



Putting the strategy into action 
Implementation plan to be developed:
•Targets and timelines
•Identification of potential activities
•Outreach to potential partners
•Selection of indicators and metrics



Federal Election ⎼ Oct. 21, 2019
•Public activation campaign launched 
•Deliver messages of NDS support from 
constituents directly to MPs

•Frame dementia as a political issue not 
just a government issue

•Make it hard for politicians not to act



Thank you! !


